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The habits of reading micro news among sample of
the Egyptian audience through news applications on
smartphones

Dr. Flora Ekram*

Abstract:

This study aimed to observe the habits of reading micro news through
news applications on smartphones among a sample of the Egyptian
audience. Study sample consisted of 110 individuals, collected through
an electronic questionnaire. It found that 45% read micro news
sometimes, the most preferred news application was Al-Youm Al-
Sabae; Political topics were the most common areas among the sample.
The drive to seek information was one of the strongest motivations for
the sample, and the majority of respondents were news addicts. About
the time of reading micro news, the largest percentage of the sample
read it throughout the day, once a day, and for less than an hour.
Regarding the situational context of the reading habit, the largest
percentage read it alone at home. The majority of respondents
confirmed the ease of using news applications on mobile phones, and
about 60% of respondents agreed to continue reading them strongly.
The trust in it is at a moderate level. Results from the hypotheses
indicate that there is a statistically significant difference in the number
of hours respondents spend reading micro news based on gender and
age. There are statistically significant differences in the situational
contexts of the habit of reading micro news based on the age variable
only among the respondents. There is a statistically significant
relationship between the type of respondents and their preferred news
categories. There is a correlation between the time allocated to reading
micro news and the strength of the habit among the respondents.

Keywords: Habits- Micro news- news applications- smart phones -
Habitual Technology Use Model

* Assistant Professor, Department of News Journalism, Faculty of Mass Communication,
Ain Shams University
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