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Visual Framing of Protests in Regional and International
Conflicts:
A comparative analytical study within the framework of the
social movement theory

Abstract:

The study sought to analyze them quantitatively and
qualitatively the visual news coverage of protests in regional and
international conflicts on the BBC and Al-Ahram Weekly websites,
based on the theory of visual framing. To understand the phenomenon,
thestudy monitored a number of protests that took place during the
years (2018, 2019 and 2020), represented as follows: The regional
protests included (the Sudanese revolution (2018-2019), the Iraqi
protests or the so-called ‘October Revolution’ (2019-2020), the
Lebanese protests (2019), as for the international protests, they
included (the yellow vests movement in France (2018-2019), the
Hong Kong protests in China (2019-2020), George Floyd protests in
the USA (2020). A comparative analytical study which used the
Content Analysis tool that help idientifing the news frams within the
visual coverage content of the events with a total of (837) images.

The results of the study showed that "demonstration frame"
ranked first by (48.5%) for the total sample of the study, followed by
the "violence and terrorism frame™ by (11.8%), then "conflict frame"
by (7.5%). Regarding the actors, "protesters" were the most prominent
actors in the visual coverage by (68.4%), "security forces" by (20%),
then "heads of states and governments” by (4.4%). The results also
indicated the diversity of symbols used including national flags, V
sign, fists, masks, dolls, drawings, clothing, and body language.

Key Words: Visual Framing, Protests, Social Movements, Conflicts.
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Journalists from across the US have reported " i WS 3 suall Galas
" LS by seall ailat s (6 JSE) 5 <"B"being targeted by police at protests
Tens of thousands of people gathered in downtown Beirut on
3 sl dggaiall JKEY) ae Gaws A5kl cladaall o8 5l ) Led " Sunday
) Al-Ahram Weekly @8 s« i Lo (4) JS&) (e ey S 5 ) saaal) S
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"An anti-government protester crouches down during a clash

with lIragi security forces in central Baghdad, Irag, Saturday, Nov. 9,
2019. The protests intensified Saturday afternoon as demonstrators
tried to reach the three bridges, hours after being pushed back under
clouds of tear gas from the Sinak bridge to the nearby Khilani square.
(Photo: AP)"®°.
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