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The discourse of memes and comics presented on Facebook
about the crisis of Corona Virus (Covid-19) and their
relations to the audience attitudes about the crisis

Analytical and field study

Abstract:
This study employed the semiological analysis and richness theory as a theoretical
frame to monitor, analyze and interpret The discourse of memes and comics presented
on Facebook about the crisis of Corona Virus (Covid-19) and their relations to the
audience attitudes about the crisis. The stude used Content analysis, actor analysis,
semiological analysis and questionnaire tools.These were applied on memes and
comics published from April 1, 2020 to July 30, 2021, on this facebook pages: Asahby,
Corona Sarcam, Corona Virus. and applied to (586) followers of memes and comics.
found that: According to the results of the analytical and field study: there were (4)
active players in memes and comics during corona virus crisis; They are in order
according to the overall total: Citizen, Covid, Officials, Foreigns. An icon was created
for each character through themes (main idea) and semiotic functions.
It is clear by comparing the results of the analytical and field study that: There is
a relation between the discourse of memes and comics published on Facebook
pages about the Corona crisis and the audience attitudes towards the crisis and its
active players. This relation becomes especially clear when linking the main idea
(theme) within the memes and comics under study and the audience's attitudes
towards these themes.
As it turns out that both the audience and the memes/comics think that: globally The
virus is very dangerous and we should beware of it. But especially in Egypt, it is
helpless, miserable, less important than the cold flu from the fan. This is due not to the
seriousness of the virus itself, but to the nature of the Egyptian personality, whether
the citizen or the official, Which relied on ignoring and unprudence as a method to
confront the crisis. It was translated into several sarcastic themes, most notably " care
about the virus; it infects you. ignor it; it leave you."
There is a convergence between the audience's preferences and the features of
presenting memes and comics on the three pages; In terms of: Focusing on contents
such as the number of injuries in Egypt, the behavior of citizens during the crisis,
official decisions - the use of film templates, photographs, infographics - relying on
the colloquial dialect - relying on the following methods of irony in order: parody,
body postures, condemnation and questioning, judgment and proverbs.
Key words: Covid 19, Corona virus, memes, comics, semiology, discourse.
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