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The Role of Social Media Platforms in Forming the Political
Public Opinion of Yarmouk University Students
Abstract
Social media platforms have had a profound impact on all spheres
of our lives, which includes shaping our political views and
standpoints. They have brought about dramatic changes in
exchanging opinions and engaging routines, as well as in audience
behaviour and analysis. The current study argues that there is a
relationship between social media outlets and forming university
students’ political public opinion. In this contxt, the media
dependency theory has helped these online platforms fulfil its role
effectively. By adopting a quantitative research methodology,
(400) participants have been surveyed, which is a representative
sample of the university students under investigation. The results
reveal that individuals tend to rely more on social media outlets,
especially Facebook and Twitter, to follow up on political issues.
Most importantly, this study shows that social media platforms
have strongly contributed in forming respondents’ political public
opinion, which has been specifically beneficial in raising
individuals’ political awareness. Ultimately, these online outlets
represent an opportunity to rethink the meaning and practices of
forming political views and shaping public opinion. They invite
digital media researchers to pay more attention as well as explore
new and innovative methods to help online users, especially
university students, shaping their political opinion in the most
beneficial way.
Keywords: role, social media platforms, political public opinion,
university students.
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Glaa¥) daglie A claia¥) dual gl GlSod e o saaal slaic) 4 0 b
e (-1.297-) @ Aad caly s e laia¥) gl paaial Leg ddpal) Ll
228 i ¢(0.05) e die Lilas) Ay pe A5 ¢(0.195) AV (5 sie

514



2022 dig — Ja) — AU anl) ¢y g il 5 ) gl Alaal)

dial sill Cliaie e anslaic] (A Cpuiall SIS daws o S )l ) 4l
el Sl o3a e Ayl Lloasl) dajiad e laiaY)
i (2
Sl o G gagal) dlalie) a3 (B (AN Al A T LS80 (14) do>
Al ptial b D) LLaBY g Eulaaly) daglia L& e laial) Jual 5il)

WY s sin | (T)%ad | (SD) wrall GIARN) | (M) ol Tacigh ‘(ﬁ)‘ iy
0.968 2.16 200 dale
0.152 -1.108- 0.797 2.27 200 [ A

Libaan] Alla s 4 35m 5 o2 ¢(14) o) Jsaall (& (T-Test) Jiadl el
Claay) Aaglie 4 elaia¥) Jealsill @lKd e o gaal) dlaie) da y
AVl 5 sionn i (1.108) 2 L ol Cam LIS il Lt g Ll 5
) sl g (1345 (0.05) (s sie die Lilas) Ay e A5 ¢(0.152)
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Aol Al )

. P Ja gt il
ANl g giaa (F) 4a® Qla.l;,:: z):;‘ Glay jall £ gana Sl Jalaa
5.333 3 15.999 cile ganall Cpu
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